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Ms. Marie E. Tipsord
HearingOfficer, Illinois Pollution ControlBoard
100 W. RandolphSt., Suite 11-500
Chicago,Illinois 60601

Re: Public Comment on R03-19

DearMs. Tipsord:

OpenlandsProjectis a 40-yearold non-profitorganizationdedicatedto preserving
andenhancingpublic openspacein northeasternIllinois. OpenlandsProjectis
pleasedthat theIllinois Pollution ControlBoardis consideringtheadoptionof
regulatorychangesto strengthenpublic participationin theNationalPollution
DischargeEliminationSystem(NPDES)permittingprocess.We urgetheBoard
to adopttheseproposedchanges.

It is very importantfor citizensto haveafair opportunityto commenton all
aspectsofaproposedNPDESpermit. TheCleanWaterAct intendsNPDES
permit conditionsandlimits to besubjectto significant public scrutiny,andthe
Illinois EnvironmentalProtectionAct alsoenvisionswidespreadpublic
involvementin permitdevelopmentandissuance.

NPDESpermitsshouldnot beissuedwithoutaffording an opportunityfor public
comment.Moreover,whensignificantsubstantivechangesaremadeto apermit
afterthepublic commentperiodis closed,an additionalopportunityfor public
input shouldbeprovidedon therevisedportions. In addition, regulationsshould
ensuretheestablishmentofa sufficientadministrativerecordto justify a permit.

It is alsoimportantfor ourregulationsto specifythat permit limits maynot allow
dischargesthat causeor contributeto violationsofwaterquality standards,that
limits and conditionsshouldbe enforceableby citizensaswell asby theIllinois
EnvironmentalProtectionAgency,andthat monitoringtermsshouldbe included
in thepermits. Theserevisionswill helpprotectwaterquality and ensureIllinois’
compliancewith theCleanWaterAct.

Sincerely,

~ ~ (1 ~H’~~-’-
RichardH. Acker
RegionalLandUseCoordinator
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